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Mark, seal, and sign your envelope

1. Mark your ballot
•	 Follow the directions on the ballot. 

2. Seal your envelope 

•	 Check that you have the return envelope with your name on it. 
•	 Put your ballot into the envelope.
•	 Seal the envelope. 

3. Sign the envelope
•	 Date and sign your name on the back of the envelope in ink.
•	 Print your name and voter registration address. 

4. Options for returning your ballot
•	 Mail your ballot in the enclosed postage paid envelope.
•	 Drop off your ballot at any polling place on Election Day.
•	 Drop off your ballot at a Pop-Up Voting Service Center 

(for locations and hours, visit ocvote.com/early). 

•	 If you make a mistake call 714-567-7600 before Election Day.
•	 Your ballot must be postmarked on or before Election Day and  

received no later than 3 days after Election Day.
•	 If you choose to vote in person, be sure to bring your vote-by-mail 

ballot with you to avoid additional check-in requirements.

☞Track your ballot from start to finish at ocvote.com/track
BALLOT EXPRESS After you've returned your  

ballot ‒ we've included an 
"I Voted" peel off sticker for you!
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How to Mark Your Vote-by-Mail Ballot 
and Keep It Private!

No extra 
marks, please! 

No numbers, no 
drawings, and no 

initials.

Leave this 
box blank, 

unless you want 
to vote for a 

qualified write-in 
candidate.

Use 
a blue or 

black pen. 
Do not use 

pencil.

Do not write 
or sign your 
name on the 

ballot.

How to Mark Your Vote-by-Mail Ballot
Use a BLUE or BLACK pen to mark the box to the left of your choice. 
Do not use pencil or colored ink. Fill in the box completely. Do not make other 
marks on your ballot.

To vote for a:

• Measure – Fill in the box to the left of Yes or No.
• Candidate – Fill in the box to the left of the candidate’s name.
• Write-in candidate – Fill in the box next to the line where you wrote the person’s name.  

(If a candidate’s name is already on the ballot, check the box to the left of the name. Do not write it in.)

We can still count your ballot if it has extra marks, but your vote may no longer be private. (California Elections Code sections 13204, 14287, 15154, and 
15208). If you make a mistake or your ballot is damaged, call (714) 567-7600, or visit ocvote.com/replacement

Tips for marking your vote-by-mail ballot
and keeping it private.

!


